Jan-05-2003 23:55 



Frora-HQRRIS MANNIfflffimiN UP 



+01 



Morris, Manning & Martin, L.L.P 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

6000 Fairview Rd., Suite 1 125 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28210 

Sending Facsimile 704-556-9554 



FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION SHEET 



T-063 P. 001 F-851 //}/]h 

JAN 0 8 2003 ^ 
Technology Center 21 oo 

FAX RECEIVED 

JAN 0 5 2003 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



DATE: January 5,2003 

PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING PAGES TO: 



NAME: 

COMPANY: USPTO, Art Unit 2819 



FAX NUMBER: 703-872-9318 



TELEPHONE: 703-872-9317 



FILE NUMBER: 10657-31268 

FROM: 



TOTAL PAGES (Including This One): 



Chad D. Tillman 



DIRECT DIAL: 704-554-5032 



COMMENTS: 

I hereby certify that the Preliminary Amendment sent herewith in Application Serial Number 
09/970,448 is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO at the above fax number on the above 
date. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chad D. Tillman 
U.S. Reg. No. 38,634 



If you do not receive the total number of pages indicated on this transmission sheet, please call 
the sender at (704) 554-7070. 



This communication may contain confidential or legally privileged information. It intended only for the use of 
the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, copying or other use of this communication or any Information contained herein 
trictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by 



is si 



telephone collect and destroy this communication, Thank you. 



Received from < +01 > at 1/5/03 10:51:38 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



Jan-05-Z003 23:55 



Frcra-MORRIS MANN I 



RTIN LLP 



+01 



T-063 P. 002 



F-851 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT 



Applicant: 
Serial No.: 
Red: 
For: 



Docket No. 



Luc NGUYEN 

09/970,448 

10/02/2001 

REALTIME TRAFFIC 
ENGINEERING OF DATA- 
NETWORKS 
10657-31268 



AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Group Art Unit: 2819 
Examiner RECEIVED 

M 0 8 2003 
Technology Center 2100 



Via Facsimile 
703-872-9318 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



FAX RECEIVED 

JAN 0 5 2003 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Please amend the above-identified U.S. patent application as set forth herein prior to 
examination on the merits. 

In the Claims :, 

Please cancel claims 1-16 and add claims 17-30 as follows. 



1 7. (NEW) A method for central control and intelligent routing of data network traffic, 
including demands, each demand having a routing through the network and a 
priority value based on business attributes and criterions, comprising the steps 
of: 

continuously collecting data from the network components; 
determining congestions and error conditions; 
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